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For the past nine years [ have had the privilege of serving on the
Board of The Luzerne Foundation. To be honest, when I first
started as a Board member, [ had only a vague understanding of
the Foundation’s mission and goals. Like many in Luzerne
County, the only thing I knew about the Foundation was that it
was a charitable organization seeking to improve the lives of
Luzerne County residents. Although it seems as if [ learn
something new about the Foundation’s good work every day,
serving on the Board has opened my eyes to the incredible role
the Foundation has played and continues to play in improving
our community. Most importantly, [ have learned that the

Foundation is so much more than simply a charitable organization.

The Foundation is a community asset whose true importance lies in the breadth of functions it offers the residents
of Luzerne County. Whether providing guidance to a potential donor, working with a donor to realize the donor’s
charitable vision, offering scholarships to deserving students, providing management services to donors,
identifying local charities in need of assistance or issuing grants to local charities, the Foundation is tirelessly
working to better the lives of Luzerne County residents. In my opinion, what makes the Foundation so special is
its hidden strength of serving as a conduit connecting its donors and funds to the local charities most in need of
assistance. Suffice to say that we at the Foundation are extremely proud of the Foundation’s success over the past
several years in fulfilling this mission. In fact, we are proud to announce that the Foundation now has over
$100,000,000.00 in assets under its management. That said, increasing the amount the Foundation manages tells
only part of the story of the Foundation’s success. The 3rd Annual Community Champion Awards Dinner and the
27th Annual Monsignor Andrew J. McGowan Memorial Golf Tournament were both remarkable successes,
exceeding our expectations and showing the continued growth of the Foundation. Of course, the Foundation
would not be successful in meeting its mission without the hard work and perseverance of its staff. Under the
leadership of C. David Pedri, the Foundation’s President and CEQO, and Tara Mugford Wilson, the past Chair of
the Board, the Foundation has experienced remarkable growth over the past several years. Under the leadership of
Dave and Tara, the Foundation has substantially increased the number of new funds, the number of individual
donors and the total amount of assets under management. Dave and Tara would no doubt be the first to admit that
they would not have been able to achieve this level of success without the hard work and dedication of Paul J.
Oswald, the Foundation’s COQ, the members of the Board as well as the Foundation’s entire staff who work
tirelessly behind the scenes doing the hard work of administering funds, planning special events, creating
scholarship programs, issuing grants, preparing the necessary tax and reporting documentation and working with

and assisting individual donors.

Looking forward, I am both tremendously excited and humbled to serve as Board Chair at this incredibly exciting
time for the Foundation. Although the Foundation has already accomplished so much, there is still so much more
work left to be done. With the help of Dave, the Board and the entire staff at the Foundation, I am confident the
Foundation will continue to succeed in furthering its mission of improving our community and the lives of

Luzerne County residents.

Let’s get to work! After all, We are Here for good!
THOMAS J. MACNEELY, ESQUIRE

Chair, Board of Directors The Luzerne Foundation



Where We Began | Vision, Action, Legacy

In 1994, The Luzerne Foundation was born from a
bold idea: that one act of generosity could create a
ripple effect of lasting impact. That idea belonged to
Frank Bevevino, our founding father, who recognized
a need and rallied a community around it. With the
support of Msgr. Andrew McGowan and a group of
respected leaders from Luzerne County’s business,
banking, real estate, legal, and nonprofit sectors,
Frank turned his vision into action. Together, they
laid the groundwork for a foundation grounded in
trust, compassion, and service to others.

What began as a single charitable fund with $10,000 has grown into a dynamic
philanthropic institution managing nearly 500 funds and stewarding over $100
million in assets—serving thousands of individuals, nonprofits, and causes
across the region.

To honor the Bevevino family’s enduring contributions, The Luzerne
Foundation’s home was named The Bevevino Family Center for Charitable
Giving, a space that symbolizes both the heart of our mission and the legacy
from which we grow.

“It takes a visionary to create lasting, meaningful, successful endeavors,” says
Greg Weaver, board member and member of the Bevevino family. “Frank’s
vision and generosity have propelled The Luzerne Foundation to where it is
today. Despite not being a native of this region, he identified a need, rallied
the right people, and built something that continues to serve thousands. His
dedication to our community makes him a role model to us all.”

Frank’s legacy lives on, not only in the physical space that bears his family’s
name but in the enduring spirit of generosity and unity that continues to
define our work.

A visionary. A role-model. A mentor. A generous man. This is Frank Bevevino.



A philanthropic leader. A community resource. A financial steward.

At The Luzerne Foundation, we are more than a grant maker; we are a catalyst, a

connector, and a committed partner in building a stronger community.

Our mission is clear: to enhance the lives of Luzerne County residents by evaluating
and addressing community needs through strategic grantmaking, promoting

responsible philanthropy, and connecting donors to causes that matter.

Every day, we help individuals, families, and organizations transform their charitable
goals into lasting impact. Whether it’s establishing a fund, supporting innovative
nonprofit programs, or responding to urgent needs, we are here to ensure that

generosity is both effective and enduring.

We serve as a trusted hub where donors and nonprofits come together, sharing a
common commitment to the greater good. Our work spans across education, health
and wellness, human services, arts and culture, historic preservation, youth

development, and beyond meeting today’s challenges while building for tomorrow.

In 2025, we expanded our efforts to strengthen the region’s nonprofit ecosystem.
Through programs like the Nonprofit Accelerator, collaborative initiatives, and the
growth of philanthropic assets, we are preparing our community to thrive well into the

future.

As we look ahead, we remain guided by the same spirit that shaped our founding: to
listen well, respond wisely, and lead with compassion. No matter what new or changing

needs arise, The Luzerne Foundation will continue to be Here for good.
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Reaching $100 million in assets is a landmark
moment for The Luzerne Foundation and a
powerful reflection of the trust our community
places in our work. This milestone represents not
only financial growth but also the steady
expansion of our ability to support local
nonprofits, respond to emerging needs, and invest
in the long-term vitality of Luzerne County. It is
the result of decades of generosity from donors,
partners, and families who believe in strengthening
their community through philanthropy. As we
look ahead, this achievement positions the
Foundation to make an even greater impact and

reinforces our commitment to being Here for good.
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The Luzerne Foundation
Strategic Plan 2025 - 2027

Our Core Our Our
Purpose Promise Differentiators

To inspire people Here for good. Local Focus

to create charitable funds to Personalized Service

improve the local community! Champion Various Causes

Serve Community Needs

Relationships

Relations e Foster partnerships with Foundations, estate, financial, accounting, and
Committee funeral professionals.
¢ Host community events including forums, workshops, seminars, networking,
and engagement events.

Donor Cultivation
Development

Committee e Implement a donor communication, recognition, and retention plan for
growth opportunities.
e Identify future year gifts and implement a Customer Relationship
Management (CRM) program.

Marketingh Charitable Funds

Committee @ * Develop and execute a donor-centric marketing plan to attract new
relationships.
¢ Collect feedback to make improvements and enhance donor experience.

Granting
Grants . .
- . e Enhance grant cycles to leverage additional resources and co-funding
OMBILECE opportunities.
e Secure and leverage matching grant partnerships with Foundations and
Government entities.
Governanceh Governance

Committee =~ ¢ Identify and recruit qualified board and staff talent for evolving needs.
¢ Conduct comprehensive evaluation of investments, spending, and
succession policies .
¢ Enhance framework to ensure transparency, accountability, and effective
decision-making.
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Looking ahead, the Foundation has set a bold goal to
grant $8 million annually by 2028. With $5 million
distributed in 2025 alone, this next step reflects both the
growing needs in our community and the expanding
capacity of the Foundation to meet them. Increasing
grantmaking is essential to strengthening local
nonprofits, supporting innovative programs, and
ensuring that resources reach the people and places that
need them most. This goal reinforces our commitment
to deepening our impact, responding to priorities with
greater flexibility, and continuing to grow alongside the
community we serve. As the Foundation evolves, this
milestone serves as a clear marker of where we are

headed and the lasting good we aim to achieve.

T —



Growth 2022-2025

Endowment Size

$51 $100+
Million Million

$3.5 $5
Million Million

Current Active Funds

500+
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The Luzerne Foundation successfully launched its
maugural Nonprofit Accelerator, a pilot program
created in partnership with The Harry and Jeanette
W einberg Foundation to strengthen small nonprofits
addressing poverty in Northeastern Pennsylvania.

The initiative offered structured coaching, consulting
support, and targeted investments designed to build
long-term organizational capacity.

A cohort of four nonprofits completed an 8-session
learning series led by regional educators and keynote
speakers.

In addition to individualized coaching and grant
development support, participants gained access to
valuable professional development resources, including
memberships to the Association of Fundraising
Professionals NEPA Chapter and the Nonprofit and
Community Assistance Center (NCAC), registration
for the NEPA Learning Conference, eCornell course
tuition coverage, and dedicated marketing
consultation.
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By the conclusion of the pilot, participating
organizations:

Completed a capstone project
Strengthened their ability to secure future funding
Developed internal leadership capacity
Received $50,000 in operating support accessible through
a fund at The Luzerne Foundation

This pilot not only demonstrated the power of focused
mentorship and investment, it sparked real momentum.

The success of the first cohort has generated strong
enthusiasm for the program’s future, and The Luzerne
Foundation is excited to welcome a second cohort in
2020, further expanding opportunities for nonprofits
across the region to grow, innovate, and elevate their
impact.



The Nonprofit Accelerator Program helps nonprofits learn strategic planning,
funding, and marketing tools that can be used for each organization. In 2025, the
four nonprofits accepted into this program were McGlynn Center, Coffee Inclusive,
United Charities Inc of Hazleton/United Children’s Home, and Catherine
McAuley Center. Through The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, The
Luzerne Foundation has the ability to guide these nonprofits to a variety of tools

that aid in creating success.
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https://www.facebook.com/McAuleyCenter?__cft__[0]=AZVlQqdP96lGxF-BHg6RWzTAOnGOwtwx6UJ4EecKeMu3OMfqwQP_5czQ0jahL6CQRphLwDASPjZC_hvJvoROZKsa0QUmby4W2H84HhBBga00oTk1N9nQAd_n0AF5Gni7NUVBoSsrBI_aZxIKd80ZoolGnCnEHuP6DMEy32Iz2bZ2eQxJ3VnR3JugEVRV2suRs1WI693yIk-OXzDSJwKYRZVm&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/McAuleyCenter?__cft__[0]=AZVlQqdP96lGxF-BHg6RWzTAOnGOwtwx6UJ4EecKeMu3OMfqwQP_5czQ0jahL6CQRphLwDASPjZC_hvJvoROZKsa0QUmby4W2H84HhBBga00oTk1N9nQAd_n0AF5Gni7NUVBoSsrBI_aZxIKd80ZoolGnCnEHuP6DMEy32Iz2bZ2eQxJ3VnR3JugEVRV2suRs1WI693yIk-OXzDSJwKYRZVm&__tn__=-]K-R
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MCGLYNN CENTER COFFEE INCLUSIVE

WILKES-BARRE, PA PITTSTON, PA

2025 Accelerator
Program Memlbers

UNITED CHARITIES INC OF

CATHERINE MCAULEY CENTER HAZLETON/UNITED CHILDREN'S HOME

PLYMOUTH, PA WEST HAZLETON, PA



The Luzerne Foundation’s Youth Advisory Committee
(YAC) is a program designed to introduce local high
school students to philanthropy and community
development. The program provides hands-on
experience that benefits both the participating students
and local charities.

Students volunteer in the community, develop
fundraising strategies, and make grants to non-profit
organizations improving the lives in our community.
YAC is an opportunity to prepare young people to be
active, lifelong community citizens.

YAC awards grants to support programs working to
improve the Luzerne County area. Grants are reviewed
by YAC members and awarded in late spring, at the
end of each school year.

15
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YAC students learn and experience a first-hand look at
their community by:

Community Outreach: Monthly meetings include guest
speakers who work within our community, and discuss the
importance of supporting our area in ways that are
meaningful and impactful.

Fundraising: Students are tasked with finding creative
ways to raise funds. They make connections with businesses
and local community members to develop a fundraising

plan. All funds raised help build the YAC endowment,

allowing more money to be awarded in grants each year.

Grant Making: Students invite nonprofit organizations to
apply and present at their nonprofit forum in December.
Each presenter has 3 minutes to share their story and how
funding from YAC will support their mission. YAC
students deliberate and select 4-6 organizations to be
awarded grants at their annual award banquet.



In 2025, students and staff worked together to award $20,000 in grants to
the following local nonprofits.

A Moment of Magic Foundation, Moments of Magic for Hospitalized
Children

Helping Hands Society, Academic Helper Program

Catholic Social Services of The Diocese of Scranton, St. Joseph’s
Food Pantry

The JumpStart Cart, Expansion/Training program

The 2024-2025 YAC class also helped Eastern Pennsylvania Coalition for
Abandoned Mine Reclamation (EPCAMR) clean up nearly 2,000 tires

along with working with Sleep in Heavenly Peace to build 100 beds for

young children in need.
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The Luzerne Foundation looks to continuously support higher
education. Alongside supporting undergraduate programs, The
Luzerne Foundation also supports those entering graduate

school.

With the help of 25 graduate program scholarships, the foundation
was able to deliver over $430,000 in scholarships to students
entering the following programs:

Misericordia University Doctorate of Physical Therapy
Wilkes University Doctorate of Pharmacy
King’s College Physician Assistant Program
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The Millennium Circle is made up of
over 490 unique donors. Each member’s
generous donation, allows for The
Luzerne Foundation to distribute over
$25,0000 in grants to community

organizations.

The 2025 Millennium Circle Fund grant was awarded to the Food Dignity
Movement, a nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing local and
regional agriculture and strengthening food security through sustainable
economic and nutritional initiatives. Their mission is to build a resilient
regional food system that ensures dignified access to healthy, nutritious
food through collaboration, education, research, and community
outreach. The grant will enable them to purchase food from local farmers
and provide it to 15 area nonprofits to ensure weekly access to nourishing
food for over 1,500 people for the next three months. These funds
strengthen our local agriculture by allowing them to pay competitive
prices for produce, reducing farmer risks and improving their livelihoods.

Additionally, the grant supports the student-led, curriculum-based food
hub at the Wilkes Barre Area Career and Technical Center.

$514K+

Lifetime Grants Distribution

@ @ O
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These funds tell a story of generosity, vision, and
lasting community impact. Together, they show
how local giving continues to shape a stronger,

more compassionate Luzerne County.
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The Ed Hughes Scholarship Fund was established by Mr. Ed Hughes through a generous gift to
The Luzerne Foundation. Though Ed spent many years living in Arizona, his heart never left
Freeland, Pennsylvania. He carried his hometown with him wherever he went, its people, its pride,
and the spirit that shaped him. Through this Fund, Ed wanted to give back to the community that
gave so much to him, by helping students from the greater Freeland area reach their fullest

potential after high school.

Ed believed in supporting the “best student,” but not solely
in the traditional sense. To him, being the best wasn’t just
about grades or test scores; it was about heart. It meant
being involved in school and community, showing up when
it mattered, and demonstrating determination in the face of
life’s challenges. He understood that some students
persevere through financial hardships, family
responsibilities, or personal obstacles that might hold others
back. Those experiences, he felt, could reveal true character

and strength.

For this reason, the scholarship looks at the whole person;
achievement, involvement, resilience, and spirit. It aims to
honor the students who not only excel, but rise, strive, and
represent the values Ed cherished from his hometown.
Through this award, Ed’s legacy continues: always
remembering where he came from, and always lifting up

those who come after.

$137K+

Given Back To The Community
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The
Detective
Spike
Fund

Detective Spike — A Tail-Wagging Tale of Courage, Kindness, and Cyber Safety

Chaz Balogh and The Luzerne Foundation are proud to announce the release of the book

Detective Spike! Written by author Rachel Pugh, this engaging and educational story is ideal for

23

school-aged readers who love animals, mysteries, and learning about how our communities are

protected. Spike is a police dog trained to detect electronics used in crimes such as sharing child

sexual abuse images. With its blend of fun storytelling and meaningful lessons, Detective Spike is

a must-read for families, schools, and anyone who wants to teach children about safety,
empathy, and the incredible bond between a handler and his dog. Balogh now works as
relationship manager with Our Rescue, an organization that fights sex trafficking and child

exploitation and which provided funding for Spike. Proceeds support the Luzerne County

Child Advocacy Center and other similar organizations.

“Spike has made
a difference in
our community
and we are so
proud that
through this
book he will

continue to help
the kids who

need it the most,

”

Balogh said in a

statement.

“We are delighted to
assist Chaz and
Spike in telling their
story,” “Detective
Spike” is the perfect
vehicle for our
children to learn
about our dedicated
police officers and
their Kg partners!” -

Luzerne Foundation
President and CEQ,
David Pedri.



$280K+

Given Back To The Community

For more than three decades, The Luzerne Foundation has served as a trusted partner
for those committed to strengthening our community. Few individuals believed in that
mission more than Gus Genetti. A pillar of Wilkes-Barre, Gus built a legacy defined not
only by the iconic Genetti Hotel and its role in countless family milestones but by his

unwavering commitment to service.

From the moment he and his wife, Val, began setting aside part of their $75-a-week
income for charity, Gus embodied the spirit of giving. As one of our earliest
fundholders, he brought credibility and trust to a young foundation and championed
our work from the start. Through decades of board service, pro bono support for
nonprofits, and generosity that touched nearly every corner of our region, Gus helped
shape The Luzerne Foundation into the regional philanthropic leader it is today, one
that now distributes over $5 million in grants and scholarships each year. We are proud

to continue building on the foundation he helped create.



COACH GEORGE BARILLA
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The Coach George Barilla Memorial Scholarship Fund was created by the

family and friends of George Barilla in his honor and memory to carry on

his legacy which he graciously created on and off the basketball court.

Coach Barilla’s values and principles
have been cherished by thousands of
youth and adults for over 5 decades
across the Wyoming Valley. He
impacted students in many schools
such as Bishop O’Reilly, James M.
Coughlin High School, Wyoming Area
High School, and Wyoming Area
Catholic. Coach Barilla left an impact
on every student-athlete that he

encountered.

In his honor, Coach Barilla’s
daughter, Jen Britzke, created
a golf tournament in her
father’s name. This golf
tournament, held at Blue
Ridge Trail Golf Club, helped
raise over $50,000 for the
memorial scholarship fund
that benefits Holy Redeemer
student-athletes heading to
college to play sports.
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Purple Paws
[nitiative

Commitment to community well-being drove The Luzerne Foundation to help
unite the SPCA and the Domestic Violence Service Center in an innovative
program supporting survivors of domestic violence and their pets.

The program helps domestic violence victims remove themselves from situations
without their beloved animals being an anchoring point for them to stay. The
SPCA will help these pets stay safe, fed, and healthy for 30 days with no charge
for domestic violence victims in efforts to help them regain their footing after
leaving their situation.

“Too often, nonprofits live in their own silo. At the Foundation, we encourage
organizations to work together toward a common cause. Both the SPCA and the
Domestic Violence Service Center realized there is a true need here for animals

that may be an anchor for individuals, preventing them from seeking help.”

- David Pedri, President and CEO of The Luzerne Foundation
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The Schiavo Family Charitable Endowment has
transformed the Hazleton—-Weatherly region by
strategically funding initiatives in housing, education,
food security, health, and community engagement. These
grants not only address immediate needs but also build
long-term capacity, creating lasting impact and
strengthening the community for years to come.
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Pasco L. Schiavo

“I have to do something
about it for the
betterment of society,
for the betterment of
that person, and so that
person can be a happy,
successful person and
enjoy the American
dream and be successful
in the American

society.”

Pasco L. Schiavo was a devoted lawyer, educator, community
supporter, and philanthropist. His efforts to better his
community led to benefits still being provided in his name to this

day. To ensure his lifelong commitment to the Hazleton area

continued, his legacy was entrusted to The Luzerne Foundation

to carry on his devotion to the community.



HOUSING AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
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Housing affordability and stability were identified
as top priorities in the Hazleton—-Weatherly Needs
Assessment. The Schiavo Endowment has made
significant investments to expand shelter capacity,
improve community facilities, and enhance access to
safe, stable housing. Support for local cultural and
educational spaces also helps preserve small-town
vitality and strengthen the region’s overall quality of

life.

FOOD SECURITY AND BASIC NEEDS
L N T TRy P T B A R N
Food insecurity remains a critical barrier to health
and stability in the Hazleton—-Weatherly region. The
Schiavo Endowment supports programs that
provide consistent access to nutritious meals,
particularly for seniors, homebound individuals,
and families in need. These investments help ensure
that no one in the community is left without the

basic resources necessary for well-being.

EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
S A N T B R L T T R S N L R

Education is central to long-term economic opportunity,

and the Schiavo Endowment has prioritized investments

that open doors for local students. Through scholarships
and workforce readiness initiatives, the endowment is
helping young people build the skills and confidence
needed to succeed. These efforts strengthen the local

talent pipeline and foster a more resilient, educated
community.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
[t 0.om Rl RN SR L SN T S R iEon s OIS e O ARG o (R o

Recognizing that health and stability go hand in
hand, the Schiavo Endowment funds programs that
expand access to medical, behavioral, and
supportive services. From counseling and family
support to wellness initiatives and service
navigation, these grants promote overall well-being

and inclusion for residents across the region.
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“2025 was a year of progress and purpose for The
Luzerne Foundation, marked by meaningful
partnerships, impactful grants, and a renewed
commitment to serving the people of our
community. Together with our donors, partners,
and nonprofit organizations, we worked to
strengthen the programs and initiatives that make
Luzerne County a better place to live, work, and
thrive. Our success this year reflects not only the
generosity of those who give but also the collective
spirit of a community that believes in caring for one
another. As we look to the future, we remain
steadfast in our mission to create lasting change
through thoughtful philanthropy and collaboration.
The Luzerne Foundation is proud to continue
serving this community today, tomorrow, and
always.”

David Pedri

President and CEQO
The Lugzerne Foundation
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Frank H. Bevevino* Allan M. Kluger, Esq.
Hon. A Richard Caputo** Richard Maslow**
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