PENNSYLVANIA THEATRE OF PERFORMING ARTS

You know the transformative power of art. You've gotten lost in music, a painting, a
movie, a play. You've read a book so compelling you pressed it into a friend’s hands.
The arts bring joy, inspiration, well-being, and understanding. And while these
experiences are not easy to explain, you know they are real and true. Advances in
technology allow us to study human physiology and scientific proof exists that the arts
are essential to our survival. | won't tell you about physiology — not my thing, But there
is no doubt that a healthy cultural program equals a vibrant and thriving community. And
the PTPA has been providing quality theatre and art experiences for the Hazleton area
for over 25 years.

As part of our Theatre for Everyone initiative, we’d like to provide free bus
transportation to our theatre for up to 30 seniors who reside in or near downtown
Hazleton. We often hear from seniors that they can’t attend our shows because they
lack transportation, or they don’t like to park downtown. They also have concerns about
the cost of admission due to limited income. So we would charter a bus that would drive
from Broad Street in West Hazleton to Hilltop Apartments on East Broad Street in
Hazleton, stopping along Broad Street to pick up passengers. The bus would also stop
at all 4 senior housing buildings in downtown Hazleton. Return transportation would be
provided after the show. Show admission and light refreshments would also be
included. We hope to provide this for all 8 of our mainstage productions in 2026.

This program will expand the Theatre for Everyone program - we already provide
significant programming for children and young adults, and we recently developed a
partnership with CAM (Collaborative Autism Movement) where we stage sensory
friendly performances. We are also developing a plan to have youth with special needs
perform onstage and/or work behind the scenes on our youth productions. For the past
2 summers, we presented a theatre workshop for the Hazleton Integration Project’s
summer camp, where the maijority of the campers are Latino. We’ve made great strides
in expanding our offerings, and we are asking for your help with this project so that we
can truly provide Theatre for Everyone.

Thank you for your consideration.



