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Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

WYOMING VALLEY

CASA of Wyoming Valley recruits, trains, and supports community volunteers to serve as the
voice of abused and neglected children in the Luzerne and Wyoming County court systems so
these children will be safe, secure, and given the opportunity to thrive. Our program is unique in
that our qualified, compassionate Court Appointed Special Advocates offer abused and neglected
foster children the one thing they don’t have: the undivided attention of a caring adult. Once fully
trained, an advocate is appointed by a judge to represent the best interests of a child in court.

The Scale of Our Impact

e Since 2013, over 400 children in Luzerne County have been matched with a CASA volunteer.

e To date, 2025, CASA had 48 advocates provide advocacy to 78 children.

e 21 children achieved permanency through reunification, adoption, or another safe option.

e The need for advocacy is urgent, as there are currently 330 children navigating the Luzerne
and Wyoming County dependency court systems.

More Than a Voice: A Path to Healing

CASA advocates provide much more than a voice in court; they are agents of healing and
stability. Children in the child welfare and foster care systems often experience significant
trauma, both prior to and during the duration of their cases. They are also at risk of losing the
meaningful relationships they need to thrive. The sudden severing of connections can deepen
their trauma, making it harder for them to feel safe and supported.

CASA volunteers can be a child’s lifeline. They remain assigned to cases from beginning to end,
offering a consistency that is rare in the child welfare system. On average, advocates serve for 24
months, whereas caseworkers may rotate rapidly due to turnover. With specialized training,

CASA volunteers have demonstrated the ability to build meaningful connections in a child’s life.

Your Support is Crucial

We ask you to help us give area children a chance. Help us amplify every young voice. Children
need to feel safe and loved. They need to know they belong to a community that cares. We
envision a community in which every abused and neglected child has a safe, permanent, loving
home and the support to become a healthy, empowered adult. This vision is not a dream — it is a
goal we can achieve together. Your support allows us to:

e Recruit and train advocates with an intensive, 30-hour program.

e Provide ongoing training and professional oversight to ensure effective advocacy.

e Amplify more young voices who currently have no one to speak for them.

Children assigned a CASA volunteer spend less time in foster care, are half as likely to re-
enter foster care, and do better in school. The presence of strong, supportive relationships is a
critical component of resilience and healing. Through consistent engagement, relationship-
building, and modeling of positive behaviors, CASA volunteers contribute to a supportive
community environment that strengthens the child’s capacity to navigate adversity. Your support
will help give these children the stability, the safety, and the opportunity they deserve.



